
 

BS NEWSLETTER        Volume  8     Issue  1                 LENT 2012 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 
Dear Parishioners of Blessed Sacrament, 
 
Experience the Joy of Giving is the theme of Catholic Services Appeal 
2012. You should have received in your home the special edition of Faith 
Magazine.  We are on a Faith Journey…Giving of Ourselves to Others. The 
annual Catholic Services Appeal is our opportunity as Catholics to          
generously support the mission and ministries of our diocesan Church.  The 
Appeal is annual because needs and services which are funded by the   
Diocese are ongoing.  Any additional money collected beyond the assess-
ment of $50,254 is used for parish projects.  This year we plan to improve 
on the interior church lighting with more energy efficient fixtures and light 
bulbs.  Commitment Sunday is February 19th, you can use the envelope enclosed with this newsletter or 
the green envelope in your monthly packet.  Please join your fellow parishioners with a generous pledge/
gift to the CSA. 
 
The School Advancement will sponsor a Mardi Gras on Tuesday, February 21st in the cafeteria. It is a      
wonderful way for us to celebrate as we begin Lent, the next day, Ash Wednesday.  Tickets are still    
available at the parish and school offices.  
 
We need Lent.  In the midst of our busy lives the call of Christ and the weeks of Lent are a gift to us.  As 
we fast, pray and extend our hands to the poor, we are imitating Christ, and joining ourselves more 
closely to Him. Jesus suffered and sacrificed. So do we.  Jesus lives in eternal joy; so will we, as we     
follow Him in hope.  Lent became a way to publicly mark people’s sorrow for sin and to symbolically ready 
themselves to God during the weeks to come.  May the ashes we receive on our foreheads, be a          
reminder of who we are, creatures in need of God’s love and forgiveness. 

 
Lenten packets are available in the church vestibule.  Please make this an old    
fashion Lent with opportunities for PRAYER, FASTING and ALMSGIVING.  Carry 
your Christ key chain as a reminder of your Lenten Journey. 
 
Read the information on the upcoming Parish Mission – March 12th ---March 15th. 
 
Would you believe that next year ~ 2013 ~ Blessed Sacrament Church celebrates 
our seventy-fifth anniversary!!! 

 
 

Monsignor Daniel E. Magraw 
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DAILY MASS:   

 
7:00AM**, 8:00AM & 5:15PM**                      

 Friday – 8:30AM, Saturday 8:00AM**                       
** will be in Chapel 

 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

 
Friday evenings at 7:00PM   

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

 
Every Saturday 4:00-5:00pm 

Every evening after the Parish Mission  
March 12-15 

Good Friday 1:00-2:00pm 
Holy Saturday 4:00-5:00pm 

 
THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM 

 
HOLY THURSDAY – April 5th 

Morning Prayer—8:00AM 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 7:00PM 
Private Adoration until 10:00 PM   

                                               
GOOD FRIDAY – April 6th 
Morning Prayer—8:00AM 
Confessions 1:00-2:00pm 

Liturgy of the Word, Veneration of Cross, 
Holy Communion – 2:00PM 

Stations of the Cross – 7:00PM         
                                      

HOLY SATURDAY – April 7th 
Morning Prayer—8:00AM 

RCIA Preparation Rites – 9:30AM 
Blessing of Easter Foods – Noon 

Confessions 4:00-5:00pm 
Celebration of Easter Vigil – 8:30PM      

                                    
EASTER SUNDAY—April 8th 

MASS TIMES 
7:30, 9:00, 11:00AM  and 7:30 PM  

2012 LENTEN SCHEDULE 

FRIDAY LENTEN FISH DINNERS 
 

BAKED SCROD, FRENCH FRIES OR  
MACARONI & CHEESE 

COLESLAW, GREEN BEANS,  
ROLL & BUTTER, SHERBET AND BEVERAGE 

CHEESE RAVIOLI  OR MACARONI AND 
CHEESE DINNERS ALSO AVAILABLE 

 
FEBRUARY 24th, MARCH 9th & MARCH 23rd 

 
4:30—7:00PM 

BLESSED SACRAMENT CAFETERIA 
ADULTS: $8.00 

CHILDREN UNDER 12: $5.00 
 

TAKE OUT AVAILABLE 
STOP BY THE BAKE SALE AFTER DINNER!    

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

   Lent begins on Wednesday, February 22nd. The 
green vestments give way to purple ones, the     
Gloria and Alleluia are omitted and our foreheads 
will be marked with a cross of ashes.  
   Getting ready for Lent is as simple as stop, look 
and listen. Start by asking God to tell you what to 
do (or stop doing) during Lent. You may have a list 
of resolutions in the back of your mind, but God 
might have something more in mind for you to do.  
   This year try and find a little more time in your 
busy day for prayer, reflection and meditation. 
Maybe join us for Daily Mass. We offer three 
Masses during the week: 7:00am and 5:15pm in 
the Chapel and 8:00am in the Church (8:30am on 
Friday)  Saturday morning Mass is at 8:00am in 
the Chapel.  
   Start off your Lenten journey by joining us at Ash 
Wednesday Mass. Mass times are 7:30am, 
9:00am, 12:15pm and 5:15pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember man that you are dust  
and to dust you shall return 



 
 

 
LENTEN REGULATIONS 

 
The season of Lent begins this year on Ash Wednesday, February 22nd and concludes when the Paschal Triduum of the 
Passion, Death, and Resurrection of the Lord begins at the start of the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy 
Thursday evening, April 5th. The following regulations are promulgated and binding for all Latin Rite Catholics in the 
Diocese of Erie for Lent and the Paschal Triduum, 2012. Eastern Rite Catholics who may be attending Latin Rite       
parishes have their own proper regulations and should consult their own eparchy or parish.  
 
1. Traditional Lenten practices of PRAYER, FASTING, and ALSMGIVING and other forms of self-denial are  
recommended most warmly by the Church. Daily Mass is particularly encouraged.  
 
2. ASH WEDNESDAY, ALL FRIDAYS IN LENT, and GOOD FRIDAY are days of abstinence from meat for 
those 14 years of age and older.  
 
3. ASH WEDNESDAY AND GOOD FRIDAY are also days of fasting for those ages 18 to 58 inclusive. (On these 
days, those bound by the law of fasting may take one full meal. Two smaller meals, sufficient to maintain strength      
according to one’s needs, are also permitted. Eating between meals is not permitted, but liquids including milk and fruit 
juices are allowed. When health or work is seriously affected, the law does not oblige.)  
 
4. On HOLY THURSDAY, no celebration of the Mass is to begin anywhere in the diocese earlier than 4:30 p.m.    
without the express approval of the Bishop.  
 
5. All celebrations of the EASTER VIGIL are to begin after nightfall (which is defined as approximately one hour   
after local sunset.) Thus, the Easter Vigil should begin at 9:00pm or later. However, for serious pastoral need, the 
Bishop permits that the Vigil may begin as early as 8:30pm.  
 
6. ALL FRIDAYS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR (except solemnities) outside of Lent remain days of penance. The 
United States Bishops highly recommend the traditional abstinence from meat, together with fasting, for the cause of 
peace in the world. However, some other practice of voluntary self-denial or personal penance may be substituted.  
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Prayer for a New Bishop 
 

    Lord Jesus, Good Shepherd and  Pastor of the Church,  
you have guided our Erie Diocese in 13 counties for 158 years.  

In your love and care for this flock,  
guide your vicar on earth, Pope Benedict XVI,  

in the selection of our new bishop.  
We pray that our diocese will be  

blessed with a holy shepherd and servant.  
May he be a courageous teacher of the faith and a  

humble, wise, prudent, collaborative leader. 
    May he be caring and compassionate and  

endowed with the gifts your church needs  at this time.  
Lord Jesus, we trust in your providence and love.  

Help us to welcome with prayer and open hearts our new shepherd. 
This we ask in your name. Amen. 

 
Composed by Bishop Donald W. Trautman, 2011 



 

PARISH MISSION MARCH 12-15 
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SAVE THE DATE   
BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH MISSION WITH 

      Father Tom Hartle, O.F.M. 
 
I am a Franciscan friar of Holy Name Province.  I have been ordained 40 years.           
I was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Erie on May 20, 1971. I served as parochial 
vicar at St. Patrick Church, Franklin until 1975 when I was released by Bishop      
Watson to the Franciscan Friars Holy Name Province. My ministerial experience    
includes parish ministry, member of a retreat house staff, conducting of parish       
missions, leader of pilgrimages to Rome and Assisi, and co-founder of a directed 
prayer experience in Assisi.  Presently I am the Religious Assistant to the Poor Clare Nuns of Holy Name      
Federation and an itinerant retreat director.  When I am not traveling, I live in residence at St. Anthony 
Shrine, Boston, Massachusetts. 
 
That gives you some idea of what I have done.  But as to who I am, I would want you to know that the 
Life and Spirit of Francis and Clare speaks to my own spirit and continues to inspire me.  I am a student 
of Life and all things Franciscan.  I am awed and stand in wonder of the Love of God for me and for all of 
God's creation.  God is good, very good, and has been exceptionally good to me. I am blessed to be part 
of a wonderful Franciscan family. 
 
I look forward to the Parish Mission at Blessed Sacrament Church this coming Lent.  I was at St. Mark 
Seminary with your pastor, Monsignor Magraw and Monsignor Hagerty was on the staff of the seminary 
while I attended Gannon University.  
 
I will be speaking at all the Masses the weekend of March 10th & 11th.  The Parish Mission will run      
Monday, March 12th until Thursday, March 15th. There will be morning Mass at 8:00AM and a service in 
the evening at 7:00PM.  There will be opportunities each day and evening to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. We will conclude with a Mass on Thursday evening.  I ask you to recite the Parish Mission 
Prayer in your Lenten Packets.  May the time of the Mission be an opportunity of grace for the priests 
and people of Blessed Sacrament Church. 
 

 
The Symbolism of the San Damiano Cross  
The most striking element of the San Damiano Crucifix is the figure of Christ. It is 
not the body of a corpse, but of God Himself, incorruptible unto eternity and the 
source of life, radiating the hope of the Resurrection. The Savior looks directly at 
us with a compassionate gaze, regal, triumphant, and strong. He does not hang 
on the Cross, but rather seems to be supporting it, standing in His full stature. His 
hands are not cramped from being nailed to the wood, but rather spread out      
serenely in an attitude of both supplication and blessing, which our iconographer 
has further emphasized by Jesus' tranquil and gentle expression. This           
iconographic Crucifix does not express the brute horror of death by crucifixion, but 
rather the nobility and gentleness of eternal life. 

 
St. Francis' Prayer before the Cross  

Most High and Glorious God, bring Light to the darkness of my mind.  
Give me right faith, certain hope and perfect charity.  

Lord grant me insight and wisdom so I might always discern Your holy and true will.   Amen 
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OUR PARISH FAMILY 
 

OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF:  Dennis Moser, Lavina Barcio, 
Walter Bender, Leonard Meyer, G. Paul Gerbracht, James Hewitt, Kathryn    
Parmeter, Jane Roach, B. Dale Monahan, Virginia   Hoffman, Charlotte Boehm, 
Dorothy Moyer, Nicholas Lopez, Sophie Morettini, Frank Rossman, Charles 

Alessi, William Stebnisky, Loretta Flack, Lena Fachetti, Malcolm Ochs, Janine Brabender, Agnes      
Furstenberger and Geraldine Fagan. 
 
NEWLY BAPTIZED:  Devin Landon Delgado, Myla Grace Shilling, Ryan Damian Boyd, Max 
James Erven, Chase J. Youkers, Carson James Jeglinski, Lauren Nicole Fuller, Mason Andrew 
Warzynak, Anna Therese Terrizzi,  Luke Peter Wegley, Brennan Charles Harding, Isabella  
Sandra Perry, Mataya Parker Di-Nunzio-Wolf, Eden Irene Martin, Almeric Philip Kaufmann,  
Izabella Eve Kaufmann, Camilla Rose Musone, Jackson Ryan Erven, Madeline Pearl Beerson. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS:  Nicholas & Erica LaFata and children Evan & Veronica, Francis 
& Christina Lehman, Terry Rewers, Kristen Sheridan & Khl Horton and children Jayden, 
Khali & Ahmari, Jason & Candace Fink and children Avery & Cooper, Matthew & Kristen 
Bruschi and children Luke & Maria, Russell & Lisa Stokes and children Milan, Kendall & 
Braylen, Rob & Crystal Munro and son Andrew, Joshua Bengel, Karen Kaiser, David 
Murzynski & Shanna Gabbard, Brad Hirschmann & Stacy Wentz, Ronald Schriefer, Jason 
Ruffley & Jennifer Kinstler and son Demarco, Michael & Catherine Parks and children 

Bella & Michael, Melissa Painter and son Alex, Tom & Nancy Nemenz and son David, Kenneth & Jennifer 
Pasko and children Kaitlyn & Justin, Sarita DeJesus and son Douglas, David Schumacher & Traci 
Toomey and children Tayla & Brinn, JoAnn Bundas, Amy & Nicholas Bobrowicz and daughter Kelsey, 
Jason & Erica Pluta and son Jamison, Eric Bengel, Joseph and Michael Scalise. 
 
NEWLY MARRIED:   Andrew Johnson and Stefanie Haft ~ August 12, 2011 
    Ryan Nietupski and Amy Simmons ~ September 10, 2011 
    Douglas Pontius and Julie Prenatt ~ September 24, 2011 
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  “I THIRST” THE CRUCIFIXION STORY  

Internationally known singer/songwriter Tajci, who has been inspiring      
audiences across America, will return to the Diocese of Erie for a free    
concert at Blessed Sacrament Parish on Sunday, February 26th at 3 pm. 
Tajci will perform, “I Thirst—the Crucifixion Story.” This is a highly          
professional and artistic musical experience of Christ’s walk on Calvary 
that will leave you speechless. “The saddest and yet most hopeful story of 
all time” told through songs you will recognize and those you will want to 
hear over and over. A pop superstar in Communist Central Europe as a 
teen, Tajci abandoned her career at the age of 21, coming to the United 
States to become a student. Today, her Christian concerts inspire hope, 
healing and unity. Sponsored by Worldwide Marriage Encounter. The    

concert is suitable for all; a free will offering will be taken. Visit idobelieve.com. 
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Stewardship is three fold: 

To understand that you are blessed… 
To be grateful for those blessings… 

And to give back to the Lord... 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parishioners: 
 
All of us can be grateful for the many gifts that God has given to us.  Those who have a grateful 
heart also have a generous heart. It is because of your generosity that I write to thank those who 
gave to the 2011 Catholic Services Appeal. Your support means a great deal to those ministries, 
services and people who were helped through this appeal.  Our Basement Meeting Room received 
a major facelift that makes this room more comfortable for a variety of meetings and gatherings. 
 
To those who have not recently supported the Catholic Services Appeal, or if you have never given 
in the past; I ask you to please consider our urgent request this year.  It is times like these, when 
people who have things and know other people do not, that their Christian generosity kicks in.  As 
more people turn to charity it is more important than ever that the Catholic Church can help them.  
With everyone’s help we can meet our responsibility and extend the hand of Christ to our brothers 
and sisters in need. 
 
Every dollar raised beyond $50,254 will be used for parish projects.  We had a grant for the school 
to change the lights to make them more energy efficient.  We recently did that with the window 
lighting with the Stations of the Cross. Next time you are in Church notice the difference.  Our     
project for 2012 will be the interior lighting in the church to make it brighter and more energy       
efficient. 
 
The Catholic Services Appeal is a way for every member of our Parish Family to show their love 
and generosity in a way that helps the Diocese to provide ministries and services for those in need.  
It also helps us to maintain and care for our beautiful church and facilities for generations to come. 
 
In the privacy of your home, please complete the enclosed CSA envelope and bring it to Church the 
weekend of February 18th and 19th.  Know that any gift is appreciated, a pledge can be paid over the 
next ten months.  Your gift/pledge can be returned by mail or putting it into the collection basket.  
You also have the option to sign up for online giving for your pledge on our website – 
www.parisherie.org 
 
Thank you in advance ~ May God bless you and your family this Lent!!! 

Monsignor Daniel Magraw 
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   January has been an busy month at Blessed Sacrament School.  As a thank you for participating in 
the magazine fundraiser in the fall, we had an assembly with magician Rick Smith Jr. and juggler Billy 
Matsumoto.  They entertained our students for close to an hour! 
 
   As part of the Diocesan Policy for the Protection of Children, our students attend a training every 
year on this important topic.  We are very fortunate to have Amy Blackman from the Crime Victims 
Center come each year to speak to our children.  Amy presents an age appropriate program educating 
our students on living safe and health lives.  Amy spent three days at our school in January speaking 
to every class individually. 
 
   We had a wonderful Catholic Schools week, which began on Sunday, January 29th with liturgy at 
9am followed by open house.  The teachers planned a wonderful liturgy, which involved several school 
students.  Mrs. Gutting and Mrs. Boxer created a movie that focused on all the great programs and 
activities that we have at our school.  This also ran in several classrooms during open house.  We had 
nine 8th grade Ambassadors that did a wonderful job giving tours to prospective families. 
 
Highlights from the rest of the week: 
Monday 1/30 Community—Students donated gently used books from home.  The books were given 
to refugee students who attend classes at McKinley Elementary School.  We also welcomed Erie     
native Marc Brown, children’s author of Arthur! 
Tuesday 1/31 Students—Students received a free casual day, no homework, board games with their 
buddy, cookies and cocoa for a treat! 
Wednesday 2/1 Nation—We were honored to listen to District Judge Dominick DiPaolo and grades   
4-8 participated in the Geography Bee planned by Mrs. Boucher. 
Thursday 2/2 Vocations—We had guest speakers Mrs. Zimmerman, Father Nicholas Rouch,          
Mr. Jesse Spangole, and Deacon Kevin Kunik speak on their faith journey. 
Friday 2/3 Faculty, Staff and Volunteers—Students showed their school spirit by wearing their favor-
ite bulldog apparel.  The also enjoyed our annual Bulldog Bingo! 
 
 The school is currently accepting registrations for preschool through 8th grade.  If you could not 
attend our open house, please call the school office to schedule a private tour.  Mrs. Kurczewski would 
be happy to showcase our teachers, students, and building! 

 
 

Principal’s Pen    
Sheri Kurczewski,   Principal  of Blessed Sacrament School  

HOME OF THE BULLDOGS 



 
 
 

 
 
NEWS FROM THE DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT   Marge Corritore 
 
It has been an exciting time since I joined the Blessed Sacrament Team on October 
19th, 2011. Parishioners, students, faculty, staff and alumni have been so gracious in 
welcoming me to an amazing school and parish. Their support and co-operation have 
made the job challenges much easer to accept. 
 
Our Advancement Committee, consisting of sixteen members, meets every second 
Tuesday of the month in the School Library. They have given much time and effort in 
creating the success of this office. I would like to elaborate on the various events they have been  involved 
in.  The kick off for the Annual Fund began on November 28th, 2011. Over twenty-eight hundred letters were 
mailed to school families, parishioners and alumni. The response has been somewhat rewarding. It was a 
pleasure to work with our students who spoke at the Sunday Masses the weekend of December 3rd & 4th on 
behalf of the appeal. Their reflection on life at Blessed Sacrament School was remarkable. We thank them 
for sharing. There is still time to give to the Annual Fund to help us reach our goal in order to continue to 
support our scholarship funds given to Blessed Sacrament School families.  
 
January 21st, 2012 was the date of the Blessed Sacrament Swim Team Memorial Mass/Celebration of the 
life of their beloved Coach—Mr. Bill Jones. The liturgy was planned by the swim team with all members, 
coaches and family members attending. A monetary donation was made in memory of Coach Jones to the 
Advancement Foundation. We want to thank all of our donors. 

 
 Marc Brown, noted children’s author, spent a day at Blessed           
Sacrament School in conjunction with Catholic Schools Week on     
Monday, January 30th. Through the generosity of faculty, staff and 
friends of Blessed  Sacrament we were able to raise the funds neces-
sary to make this visit happen. The  morning began with a presentation 
by Mr. Brown, a native of Erie, followed by a book signing. A luncheon 
in his honor was given in the afternoon followed by another presentation and book   

signing. The school received positive publicity from his visit.  
 
Come to Mardi Gras!!! February 21st from 6—10PM in the school cafeteria. There will be a 
buffet dinner, dancing with music by the Dixie Doodlers, games of chance, silent auction, 
beads, King Cake and much more. Tickets are $20 or 2 for $30, costumes are optional.     
Tickets may be purchased at the Parish or School Offices  and after Mass on Sundays. 
Free babysitting is being offered for those attending this adult function.  
 

Watch the bulletin for more information on these upcoming events:   
The Summer Block Party and the Bulldog Golf Tournament. 

 
My continued prayers for you and your families ~ Marge Corritore 
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Our Religious Education students have been very busy this year.  Grades K-8 are working hard on their 
RCL FaithFirst Legacy Edition books.  As always, I encourage our parents and children to check out this 
website www.FaithFirst.com for great activities, reviews, and information about our Faith.   
 
Grades K-11 have been busy with service projects as well.  Our 7th & 8th grade class put together a 
very successful food drive that benefited our Parish Food Bank.  Many grades have made cards, post-
ers, and placemats for our Parish shut-ins, nursing homes, the VA Hospital, and various ministries 
throughout the Diocese of Erie.  I am very proud of our students willingness to give to those in need. 
 
This year’s Confirmation Class has also been busy with service projects.  They once again coordinated a 
coat drive. This year the coats went to the refugees in Erie.  Due to their hard work and your             
generosity, we collected over 100 coats!!! 
 
The Confirmation Class also wrapped all of the Giving Tree gifts. They were very moved by the            
parishioners’ generosity.  Many families were given a brighter Christmas thanks to your kindness.  Most 
recently the class went to Second Harvest Food Bank to donate their time.  We were given a tour and 
then helped with a service project.  The students worked hard the entire time we were there. I was very 
proud of their service and effort!! 
 
This year saw the addition of two evening sessions for our junior high and high school students.              
A HUGE thank you goes out to Mr. Mike Danch who coordinated our fall event.  He did a wonderful 
job bringing Christ to the students that night.  We had great attendance and the students truly enjoyed 
the experience! I am looking forward to our next evening class this spring. 
 
Over the next month all of our Religious Education students will have their Child Protection Student       
In-servicing.  We will be completing programs for each grade that include a lesson and video on an age 
appropriate level.  This training is completed each year to help educate our students regarding safe     
environments. 
 
I am looking forward to a fruitful Lenten season and encourage each of you to find a way to draw closer 
to our Lord during the 40 days of Lent to better prepare yourselves for the blessing of the Easter Season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please keep the Confirmation candidates, First Reconciliation students, and First Eucharist  

students in your prayers as they prepare to receive the Sacraments. 

Upcoming events… 
 

February 24  – Stations of the Cross will be presented by the Confirmation Class 
March 9        – Stations of the Cross will be presented by the 10th Grade Class  
March 10     – First Reconciliation 9:30 am 
March 23      – Stations of the Cross will be presented by the 9th Grade Class   
March 29     – Confirmation Mass 7:00 pm 
April 20         – Jesus Day Retreat for third graders preparing for First Communion 
April 29        – First Holy Communion Mass 1:30 pm 

Religious Education News    
Mrs. Tracy Kunik  Administrator of Religious Education    bsreerie@hotmail.com 



 
 

 
 
 
 

   Announce Location for New Catholic Church was the headline of an 
article that appeared in the Erie Dispatch Herald on Friday, July  8, 1938. 
The Church of the Blessed Sacrament is to be located at Greengarden Road 
and West 26th Street. Work is expected to be started on construction of a 
school building and auditorium to temporarily serve as a church for the 
new parish until a permanent structure can later be built to provide a place 
of worship for Catholics for the far southwest section of Erie. 
 
   In the meantime, open air services will be held in a tent at 27th and      
Auburn Avenue. The site for the new church was purchased from Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Heberlein. The almost three acres and huge farmhouse will 
serve as the Parish Office and residence for the priests.  The large tent was 
moved to the west of the rectory for Sunday Mass for the next five months 
until the cornerstone was laid on October 12, 1938 for the Church and new 
parish.   

 
   An interesting angle of the new church site is the fact that the plot once was burial ground for parishioners of           
St. Joseph Church at 24th and Sassafras Street.  The courthouse records showed that the land was deeded to Saint     
Joseph Parish in 1817, to be used as a burial ground for parishioners. It was used for that purpose for a year and then 
reverted to the original owners. Bodies of persons buried there during that year were transferred to Trinity Cemetery. 
 
   The Church of the Blessed Sacrament was one of three new parishes created in 1938 for Catholics in the outlying    
districts of the city.  The other two are St. Julia’s Parish on West Lake Road and St. Mark Parish in Lawrence Park. 
 
   Blessed Sacrament Pastoral Council under the direction of our pastor, Monsignor Magraw, plan to observe the         
upcoming milestone anniversary of seventy–five years in 2013.  An ad hoc committee was formed with Mary       
Blakeslee and Kristine Sullivan as co-chairs. They had an initial meeting on January 26th to brainstorm ideas. To date 
the following have stepped forward to serve on the Anniversary Planning Committee:  Shirley Zimmerman, Carmen 
Rosatti, Bob and Patty George, Connie Walker, Dan and Mary Ann Tempestini, Jim Rice, Marsha Niebauer, Marianne       
Zimmerman.  We know others will step forward and join their efforts in upcoming months. 
 
   Our initial plans include making 2013 a special year for our parishioners with a special photo calendar and a prayer 
card for people to pray throughout the year.  To commemorate the day our parish was established we want to have a 
special Mass on Sunday, June 2, 2013 followed by a brunch.  On Saturday, October 12, 2013 to commemorate the   
laying of the cornerstone we plan to have Mass with the Diocesan Bishop followed by a dinner and dance.  A number 
of other things are also planned such as a display of memorabilia and historical artifacts with production of a power 
point and some type of souvenir for the people.  We plan to invite the priests and sisters who have served our parish 
and school to join us for the activities planned for the 
seventy-fifth Anniversary in 2013. 
 
   In order to help the committee we invite you to    
return the enclosed response sheet with your reflec-
tions and comments. Your willingness to help the 
committee by serving and working on one of the   
committees is appreciated. The next meeting will be 
Wednesday, March 7th in the Basement Meeting 
Room. 
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1938       75th ANNIVERSARY       2013 

The altar of the original Church 

Our Church today 



BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH 
             1626 West  26th Street 
           Erie, Pennsylvania 16508 
Phone: 814-454-0171  Fax:      814-459-6832 
        E-mail: dfisher@bserie.org 
 

       A  STEWARDSHIP PARISH 
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ARE YOU READY TO GROW  
CLOSER TO GOD?  

JOIN US THIS LENT IN... 
LIVING   

THE  
EUCHARIST  

 
The Lenten Season begins soon; what are you doing for Lent? This year a special program on the 
Eucharist will be held at Blessed Sacrament in the newly renovated Basement Meeting Room. 
Classes will be held on Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm starting February 22nd and concluding  
March 28th. Monsignor Richard Mayer will help lead you through a video presentation on how and 
why we celebrate the Eucharist each Sunday. Reservations are appreciated, please call the Parish 
Office at 454-0171 to register.  
 

THE EUCHARIST IS OUR MOST BEAUTIFUL TREASURE  
~ POPE BENEDICT XVI 

 
 


